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Elephant-size lesson can
strike without warning

I am often looking out for
life's big lessons, seeking the
moral of the story.

It's not that I'm particu-
larly contemplative. On the
contrary, if you somehow
could attach speaker wires to
my brain, the soundtrack of
my mind often would sound
something along the lines of
a mix between the bass line
to Roadhouse Blues by the
Doors and the fight song of
my alma mater, the Univer-
sity of Nebraska.

(Lyrics: “We don’t know
the words, we don't know
the words, we don’t know the
words, etc.”)

The primary reason | at-
tempt to distill everyday
events in my life into broad
truths is mostly selfish - it's
so I'll have something to write
about.

The alternative — me fum-
bling through my day-to-day
without cognition, means I'd
have to work much harder
to fill this space, most likely
through actual journalism.

Heaven forbid.

I bring this up because |

recently became without car.
The transmission in the usu-
ally reliable family minivan
went kaput. The operation to
save her would've exceeded
her value, so we had her put
down. (Donated to Extended
Hands Food Bank).

For more than two weeks, |
did without wheels. Well, | did
without motorized wheels.

My wife's bicycle became
my primary mode of trans-
portation. Many times, | sim-
ply walked to appointments
around town.

No matter if | was pedaling
along the streets, or hoofing
down the sidewalk, | kept re-
minding myself to look for the
big lesson in all of this.

It could be that the passing
of the minivan held a greater
purpose — that somehow my
need for individuality in a
car had finally surpassed my
need for utility.

Nah.

Perhaps the big lesson
could be found in the extra
exercise | was getting. Maybe
if we all rode a bike more of-
ten, we'd experience unbe-
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lievable improvements in our
lives.

Nope. That's not it.

What about this extra qui-
et time? No radio to fiddle
with. No cell phone attached
to me ear when I'm pumping
pedals. Certainly | can find a
deeper meaning here.

Not really.

After a few weeks riding a
bike, walking, begging rides
from my business partner
and rearranging schedules
in order to get the kids where
they needed to be, the only
major conclusion | reached
was this: Life without a car
stinks.

I know, | know. Disap-
pointing, isn’t it?

The good news is, | found
a replacement for the sil-
ver minivan, and as fortune
would have it, | now enjoy in-
dividuality and utility.

I drive a 2006 Honda Ele-
ment in color “Metallic Kiwi.”

For those unaware, Hon-
da Elements are apparently
modeled after toasters from
the 1950s. Add to its boxy
shape my car’s standout col-
or, and I'm not one to blend
in with the crowd.

I bought the “Green EI-
ephant” (my kids’ name for
it) from a woman who lives
in Tucson. We agreed to
make the transaction in Casa
Grande.

So once again, | bummed a
ride from a friend. This time,
Cecil Yates.

Cecil has been in the pa-
pers recently because of his
political beliefs, which at al-
most every turn, | disagree
with.

On the way to Casa Grande,
we were halted on Interstate
10 because of an accident.
Eventually, we took a long
detour to our destination.

The extra time gave us a
chance to discuss Fountain
Hills, property taxes and eco-
nomic development. Neither
Cecil nor | budged from our
positions. But (amazingly)
we somehow remain good
friends.

On the way back to the
Valley — with me in the Green
Elephant and Cecil close be-
hind - we saw the reason for
the detour. A silver SUV had
slammed into a big rig.

If it weren't on a highway,
you wouldn’t have recognized
the twisted chunks of metal
as car parts.

Two people died.

And there it was. Life’s big
lesson hitting me square on
the forehead when | wasn’t
even looking.

Life is short. Enjoy your
friends.

Pretty big lesson, huh? Big
like a green elephant.
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RESORT LIVING AT
ITS BEST

PRICE WILL
PERSUADE
2,072 sq.ft. Gemini,
3BR, 3BA, den or
game room, 2-car garage, huge yeard. Remodeled
kitchen/bath. Mountain Views. $309,900. Audio
Tour: 1-866-277-1107 ext. 1235. Call Joe and
Carol at (480) 837-0733 or (480) 837-2091.

Wonderful 2BR, 2BA, split —
floorplan. Mountain views,
great location. Immaculate community heated pool
and spa. $231,900. Call Susan Dawson at (480)
837-2500 or (602) 550-1330.

FireRock Lot, cul-de-sac — Great
luxury, 4BR with media room, game
area, three fireplaces. Permitted lot
with city views. $489,000. Call Aleyne
Larsen-Craig.

Unparalleled, majestic, panoramic
views — Secluded lot in most presti-
gious 24/7 guarded, gated community.
An acre plus. $695,000. Call Don
Kinder at (480) 363-6848.

BACKS TO
NATURAL WASH

m -
§ 28R, 2BA, 1574 sqft

Open floor plan great room with fireplace, plus den
or sunroom. master has separate sitting room. Lots
of possibilities. $254,900. Call Melinda and Diane
at (480) 688-9191.

e new wood floors, paint, tile and
more. All appliances included. Move in ready!
$239,900. Call Gary Glunz at (480) 837-1005 or
(480) 216-4170.

TONTO VERDE
TREASURE
Mountains and golf course
views thru walls of win-
dows. 3BR, office/den, 2.5-car garage. 3478
sq.ft. Partially furnished too. Tour at andibell.com

$1,163,000. Call Andi Bell at (480) 837-0090.

AGOLF COURSE
GEM

4BR plus den, 35BA,
3,083 sq.ft. on .43-acre lot. Pool, spa and gazebo.
Great mountain views. $629,000. Call Jerry and
Irene Cain at (480) 837-1764 or (480) 313-2029.

FIREROCK SECLUDED

COUNTRY CLUB SANCTUARY IN
y FIREROCK
Luxurious custom home
with exquisite finishes and 200K price reduction! Un-

matched privacy and seclusion with panoramic city
lights, golf course and mountain views. Over 5,500
sq.ft. Lavish master plus three en suites. Sheltered
patio provides virtually year-round outdoor living.
Chef’s kitchen. Amazing media room and more.

Luxuriously finished throughout. $2,599,000.
Call Kimberly Max at

(480) 242-7704.

spectacular mountain and goof course views. Fabu-
lous gourmet kitchen and spacious living room.
Chic bar area with separate billiards room. Elevator
to the lower level family room with two en suites
and kitchen. Extraordinary! $2,499,000.

Call Cyndi Dunham at (602) 686-5579

9617 N. Saguaro Blvd., Fountain Hills, Arizona 85268
Visit our Web site at www.mcorealty.com
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