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Contino wins, property tax crushed

With only minutes to go
before election results were
scheduled to be announced,
Dennis Contino sat at a table
inside the American Legion,
chomping into a slice a pizza
and laughing with buddies.

It was as though he were
simply hanging out with
friends, rather than waiting
on results that would change
his next four years.

At a few minutes after 8
p.m., Contino felt the phone
on his hip vibrate.

This was it.

As Contino heard the news
by phone from Fountain Hills
interim Town Manager, Kate
Zanon, across the room State
Rep. John Kavanagh read the
same results to the 50 or so
attending guests.

Contino - 3,068 votes. Mi-
chael Tyler - 2,010.

Suddenly, the gathering of

supporters became a victory
party.

Contino snapped his phone
closed, sat back and smiled.
Supporters approached with
pats on the back and hearty
handshakes. His wife, Re-
nee, found her way over for
a kiss.

Only then could one see
Contino’s eyes mist up.

Before the results came in,
though, Contino claimed he
was certain of victory.

“It’'s a gut feeling,” he said.
“l haven't been nervous all
day.”

Contino said he spent the
day visiting each of Fountain
Hills’ five polling places, chat-
ting with residents. Though
he came across a handful
of Tyler supporters, Contino
said most were supporting
him.

Further, according to Con-

tino, not one resident claimed
to be voting for the primary
property tax.

Tax crushed

Indeed, more than four out
of five voters said no to the
property tax measure. Unof-
ficial results show it being
crushed 4,205 to 1,058.

This is the third defeat for
a primary property tax in
Fountain Hills since 2001.

Neither of the previous
results (2002 and 03) were
close, but this spread is the
widest margin yet.

According to Town Coun-
cilman Keith McMahan, the
property tax defeat is a clear
message from residents that
Fountain Hills must concen-
trate efforts on growing its
commercial base.

Please see election on page 5

Dennis Contino, seated with his wife, Renée, celebrates with son Chris and
daughter Jennifer, after winning the runoff Town Council election.
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Election continued from page 1

“That’s job one,” McMahan
said. “Economic development
here is vital.”

That's the challenge for
McMahan, who will be joined
by newcomers Contino and
Cassie Hansen, who won
a seat outright in the pri-
mary election. Councilman
Jay Schlum becomes mayor
June 5.

They will join current
council members Mike Ar-
chambault, Ginny Dickey
and Henry Leger.

Tyler’s Tale

For Tyler, his defeat in the
council runoff meant one less
job he’ll be doing.

The call, and subsequent
reaction, was almost unno-
ticeable at the Tyler home

where almost 20 people had
gathered hoping to enjoy
good news.

Quietly word made its way
around the patio to his sup-
porters.

“I'll continue to work on
SPAC (Strategic Planning
Advisory Commission) and
work aggressively on the eco-
nomic development and eco-
nomic viability that is neces-
sary to move Fountain Hills
forward,” said Tyler.

“My plans aren’t that dif-
ferent than if | had won.”

Tyler said he congratulates
Contino on the win, and ac-
knowledged his stance on
the property tax hurt him in
the election.

And while there was no
correlation between electing
a councilman and the prop-
erty tax, Tyler said, he was

hoping Fountain Hills resi-
dents could separate the two
in their minds.

That seemed not to be the
case as Contino, who aligned
himself with a no vote on the
property tax was the victor.

While those at the Ty-

ler home were disappointed
Tuesday night, there was
only talk about moving for-
ward with good economic
development strategies for
Fountain Hills.

“l think he’s one of the
classiest guys in town,” said

Cecil Yates, who worked on
Tyler's campaign committee.
“I feel privileged to work with
someone of his caliber.”

And despite Tyler losing
his first foray into politics,
there’s still plenty of works to
be done as town volunteer.

Congratulations, Graduates!

_ Give your graduate a basket stuffed with snacks and goodies! We have
dozens of fun baskets your graduate will love - from sports themes, to
snack baskets, movie baskets and more!

Free Movie!
Purchase any gift basket valued at $35
or more and receive ONE FREE
Harkins movie ticket!
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Basket Creations

by Lisa
16715 Parkview Ave.
(480) 837-1822
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Warzer's C
~——= RESTAURANT
Contemporary American Cuisine

All New Menu and Pricin
Lunch Menu Dinner Menu
* Qur Burger 95 * Our Burger - Corn Feed Beel, Aged Cheddar, 9.5
+ Chicken Salad Sandwich 8. Apple Wood Smoked Bacon, Onion Ring
* Squash Panini 8. » Hanger Steak ~ C. A. B. Hanger Steak, Whipped ~ 16.
¢ Pork Tenderloin Sliders 8 Potatoes, Carrots & Fresh English Peas
* BBQ Beef Sandwich . * Ribs & Wings - % Rack House Smoked Ribs 145
* The Comba 7.5 & 3 wings, Chipotle BBQ, Slaw
- Any Y Sandwich & a cholce of Soup or Salad « White Marble Farm lowa Pork Tenderloin 18,
~ Pork Tenderloin, Butternut Squash Spaetzel, Savoy
Small Plates Cabbage, & Whole Grain Mustard Demi
+ Basil Crusted Chicken Breast 10. * Sealood Pot Pie - A Selection of Seasonal 15.
+ White Marble Farms Baby Back Ribs 13, Sealood, Tomato Sauce, White Wine & Puff Pastry
+ Roasted Chicken Salad 8. * Seasonal Sea Bass ~ Ginger Macadamia 2,
+ Roasted Chicken & Applewood Smoked Crusted, Asian Risotto, Asparagus, Lemongrass Broth
Hacon Flat Bréad - « House Made Vegetable Pasta - Tagletslle 135
* Mushroom Flat Bread 9,

with Seasonal Vegetable & Trutfle Ol

* All Natural Chicken Breast - Oven Roasted 14,
Chicken Breast, Carrots 2 Ways, Whipped
Potatoes, Pan Sauce

10% off

Your Lunch or
Dinner Bill
with this ad

Not Valid with other coupons

Water’s Edge Nightly Special

Daily: 3 Course Meal for $20
between 4 & 6 PM

Monday: 2 Price Bottled Wine
Tuesday: 2 Price on all Little Bites
Wednesday: %2 on all Wines by the Glass

Thursday: 20% off All Lunch Entrees
(Items Can Not Be Split)

Sunday: 10% off Entire Bill

Specials can not be combined or
used with any other coupons

Serving Lunch Mon. — Fri. at 11:30 AM + Dinner starts daily at 4 PM

(480) 816-3515 + 13014 Saguaro Blvd., Suite 101
On The Corner of Parkview & Saguaro
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DREAMS COME TRUE...
AND SMILES APPEAR LIKE MAGIC.

PACKAGES STARTING AT The Year of a Miflion Dreams continues at the Disneyland. Resort
b 2 0 6 ’ —with exciring anractions, incredible enterrainment and
unforgettable magical moments! Dont miss !
Enjoy these Special Benefits:
» BONUS! Receive a “Welcome™ call from a Disney 'l when
Yearofa your Travel Agent books your package onling fime s per pachage
0. ) avel Ag your package online fome i per packag.
illion ,
“JREAMS = And much more!

Arizona Trails
Worldwide Travel Services
Call (480) 837-4284 or (480) 837-8665

www.arizonatrails.com ¢ www.daybreaktravel.com [
16803 E. Palisades Ave., Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Right

Saturday
May, 31
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
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In a casual way!

*Win prizes *FREE breakfast, lunch & dessert




