
Contino wins; property tax crushed
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Dennis Contino, seated with his wife, Renée, celebrates with son Chris and 
daughter Jennifer, after winning the runoff Town Council election.

With only minutes to go 
before election results were 
scheduled to be announced, 
Dennis Contino sat at a table 
inside the American Legion, 
chomping into a slice a pizza 
and laughing with buddies.

It was as though he were 
simply hanging out with 
friends, rather than waiting 
on results that would change 
his next four years.

At a few minutes after 8 
p.m., Contino felt the phone 
on his hip vibrate.

This was it.
As Contino heard the news 

by phone from Fountain Hills 
interim Town Manager, Kate 
Zanon, across the room State 
Rep. John Kavanagh read the 
same results to the 50 or so 
attending guests.

Contino – 3,068 votes. Mi-
chael Tyler – 2,010.

Suddenly, the gathering of 

supporters became a victory 
party.

Contino snapped his phone 
closed, sat back and smiled. 
Supporters approached with 
pats on the back and hearty 
handshakes. His wife, Re-
nee, found her way over for 
a kiss.

Only then could one see 
Contino’s eyes mist up.

Before the results came in, 
though, Contino claimed he 
was certain of victory. 

“It’s a gut feeling,” he said. 
“I haven’t been nervous all 
day.” 

Contino said he spent the 
day visiting each of Fountain 
Hills’ fi ve polling places, chat-
ting with residents. Though 
he came across a handful 
of Tyler supporters, Contino 
said most were supporting 
him.

Further, according to Con-

tino, not one resident claimed 
to be voting for the primary 
property tax.

Tax crushed
Indeed, more than four out 

of fi ve voters said no to the 
property tax measure. Unof-
fi cial results show it being 
crushed 4,205 to 1,058.

This is the third defeat for 
a primary property tax in 
Fountain Hills since 2001. 

Neither of the previous 
results (2002 and 03) were 
close, but this spread is the 
widest margin yet.

According to Town Coun-
cilman Keith McMahan, the 
property tax defeat is a clear 
message from residents that 
Fountain Hills must concen-
trate efforts on growing its 
commercial base.

Please see election on page 5
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“That’s job one,” McMahan 
said. “Economic development 
here is vital.” 

That’s the challenge for 
McMahan, who will be joined 
by newcomers Contino and 
Cassie Hansen, who won 
a seat outright in the pri-
mary election. Councilman 
Jay Schlum becomes mayor 
June 5. 

They will join current 
council members Mike Ar-
chambault, Ginny Dickey 
and Henry Leger.

Tyler’s Tale
For Tyler, his defeat in the 

council runoff meant one less 
job he’ll be doing.

The call, and subsequent 
reaction, was almost unno-
ticeable at the Tyler home 

where almost 20 people had 
gathered hoping to enjoy 
good news.

Quietly word made its way 
around the patio to his sup-
porters.

“I’ll continue to work on 
SPAC (Strategic Planning 
Advisory Commission) and 
work aggressively on the eco-
nomic development and eco-
nomic viability that is neces-
sary to move Fountain Hills 
forward,” said Tyler. 

“My plans aren’t that dif-
ferent than if I had won.”

Tyler said he congratulates 
Contino on the win, and ac-
knowledged his stance on 
the property tax hurt him in 
the election.

And while there was no 
correlation between electing 
a councilman and the prop-
erty tax, Tyler said, he was 

hoping Fountain Hills resi-
dents could separate the two 
in their minds.

That seemed not to be the 
case as Contino, who aligned 
himself with a no vote on the 
property tax was the victor.

While those at the Ty-

ler home were disappointed 
Tuesday night, there was 
only talk about moving for-
ward with good economic 
development strategies for 
Fountain Hills.

“I think he’s one of the 
classiest guys in town,” said 

Cecil Yates, who worked on 
Tyler’s campaign committee. 
“I feel privileged to work with 
someone of his caliber.”

And despite Tyler losing 
his fi rst foray into politics, 
there’s still plenty of works to 
be done as town volunteer.

Election continued from page 1


